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TIRS

A “Short” Story

By Capt Patrick J. Fox
43 TFS/Elmendorf AFB, AK

WSO: . Cruise Check.”

AC: “Roger—fuel is seven-five over eleven tanks
feeding, cabin pressure good, oxygen 6 liters . . .
All check OK.”

“Target is in the INS, on the nose for approxi-
mately 60NM.”

“Looks about right on the TACAN.”

“I'm outside checking six.”

Minutes Later:

WSO: “We've got a master caution light.”
AC: "Yep, We've got utility failure. PCl and PC2
are OK. [t's total utility.”

“I'm in the checklist. Utility hydraulic failure-
land ASAP.”

“We've lost anti-skid, fuel transfer pumps, nose
gear steering, Degraded flaps, rudder spoilers,
brakes, ... .

Contact is made with center, approach control,
the SOF. More checklists.

WSO: “All checklists complete. How about a
briefing.”

AC: "Okay. We're all set up for landing. I'm
going to be busy when we touch down maintain-
ing directional control and engaging the cable.
Since the brakes are degraded, we’'ll have to use
the emergency brakes. I'd like you to pull the
emergency brake handle when | ask for it.”

“No sweat. Can do easy.”

“We'll egress according to the situation “ The
rest of the crew briefing is accomplished. All con-
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..interest items,
mishaps with

morals, for the
TAC aircrewman

tingencies are covered.

On Short Final:

WSO: “Gear and flaps check. I'm ready. Make
sure your shoulder harness is locked.”

AC: "It is.”

Normal Touchdown. The crew can feel the hook
dragging on the runway. Cable is in sight,
engagement is made. The hook is tugging on the
cable.

“Emergency brakes now!”

“l can’t reach the ------- brake handle!”

“Okay, I've got it.”

The aircraft stops rolling backward as the AC
uses the engines and brakes to stop it. No auto-
acceleration. The crash crew signals to bring the
hook up and shut down the engines. The aircrew
egresses normally. The DO says “SIERRA.HOTEL
job!”

NOT QUITE!

A not infrequent emergency experienced by F-4
crews, utility hydraulic failure can become a
bigger problem quickly. All checklists and crew
coordination briefings were covered and dis-
cussed. Cable engagement was made success-
fully. The aircraft was fixed and is flying once
again. But the WSO could not reach the emer-
gency brake handle at a time when it could have
had an adverse impact on the outcome of the
incident.

This incident happened to me a while back. |
happen to be short physically and consequently
when the shoulder harness was locked, the dis-
tance between the tips of my fingers when my left
arm was fully extended and the emergency brake
handle was about nine inches. | was physically
unable to perform the task at hand (no PUN
intended). Since then | have adjusted that partic-
ular emergency procedure to fit my capability.
When the situation arises | now must unlock the
shoulder harness and lean forward to reach the
handle. This procedure does not cause any dis-
comfort for me although it may give other WSOs
second thoughts. That is not the point of my
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FANTASTIC T-SHIRT
GIVE AWAY | o e

moment | would like to tell you
how you can own a Fleagle T-
Shirt exactly like the one I'm
wearing. It won't cost you .a
penny, just a little time. Here's
all you have to do. Write an
original article, story or poem
for TAC ATTACK magazine on
any aspect of aviation-
maintenance, operations, life
support training, survival, wea-
pons delivery, or even your very
own, completely unique war
story. Send it to TAC ATTACK
and if it's published and
selected as the best story of the
month, you're an instant winner
and will join the exclusive club
of T-Shirt winners. Just one
caution, your story should have
some lessons or otherwise con-
tribute to the overall safety
theme of the magazine.

So, don't wait until tomorrow
because vyour friends are
already working on their sto-
ries. Send your stories to:

Editor, TAC ATTACK
HQ TAC/SEPP
Langley AFB, VA 23665

Or call Atvn 432-2937/3373.

My friends at TAC ATTACK
are waiting to hear from you.
Good Luck

TAC ATTACK
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